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HOREVER with Philoſophica 
. Contiektion between . W ood Manners will 
And: tan the firſt is neceſſary to aps ly: 3 and Pre: 
ſervation aſterwards, of the other. Thete is ſuch an Affinity 
between I iſdom, Wit, and Firme, that; where the firſt are 
not in ſome Degree, we have very little Reaſon ti expect the 
laſt. Phe Univerſe; and all therein, ate Objects for the Exer 


conſidet what are the vroper Subjects of lis Examination; and, 
when he has fixed on them, his next Concern is to ſee T Hiſige 
as theyare; for, thro the Want of that / neceſſary Power, Kings 
ofteh niiſbecomenheit 'Thronfies; Miniſters of State involve Na- 
tions in Miſeries and Diſgrace, Miniſters of the Goſpel bewilder 
themſelres and he People; Rhymers miſtake: themſelves tor 
Poets, preſumptuous Pedants and raſh Cenſurers'themſclves for 
5 Critios, and N. in her various Shapes of Folly, is miſcalled 
= = Mit: BoW PR aohd 40 1 ach mt bus e 
„ Pikes SF" yt does it is M om incher/gayeſt 
Bo Prefs; and is frequently the great Promoter of Virtuę b 
expoluig Vice witk ſpritely Strokes of Fancy Ad Rape 
A late popular Writer ſays that Wir and JopSE AEN often u: 
a Strife; whiehzobeſides/the-Inelegance:of the cen 
Vinces/ Weicht had imperfect ideas of bot. 


"— habe ſeen the Beauties of Mit and iwho have e 
her at Curt rand there have been Stateſmen wha have had 
ſo perfelt a jullgement of Writings of Elegance and Wit, and 
ſo true a. genſe ofiꝛlleir Value to a Community, that: they haye 


1 cheriſhed riſin g Worth as ſoon as it was diſcovered to them: we 


have had our MR „our Halliſur, and Cotoper, who promoted 


Wit, becauſe they knew the Advantage of i8te che Pohle; but 
to Kingb, Miinitten of State; dtid to alli other Meni, WhO have 


0 Tafe of Mit, the ſportive Goddeſs is as offenſi ve as the 
Sunbeams are-toodtp Owl. When Men in Power have a true 
Reliſh for Bruulfαν,iH y ho are poſſeſſed of Miſdom and lil ir 

F- meet with Eneburagement to erert t them for the Benefit of So 
ciety i they are the Commodities it which @ Man is ſure to 
make His Way to Fortune, or at leaſt to Contlition of Eife 


that will place him ahove the ordinary Degrees of Meni but iI 


: E * Wiſdom, and. All the Chair: of 
© Ig = | Authority, 


- 
£9 


* examine into the | 
2 d. 


ciſe of /Fi/do and Mit; and he whewould be bvife muſt fitſt 


yowilely 


here: have been! Princes; >aviſh I could :fay in En wand) | 


* 
* 
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A with ka PE vs of thoſe Arts which 3 | 


and adorn Eife and Ul pareots AG Miſdam ant Mit 
would have no Recommendation, they could — no Claim 
Which would be underſtood: all dus they: auld) ſay to the 
Idols of Power would be as unintelligible as if they ſpoke 
tone entirely ignorant of Letters: a Man of Ham and Mis, 
eſpecially one poſſeſſed of the rich Talents of Poetry, would 
act us fruitleſs a Part in ſhewing his beſt Gifts to ſuch Perſonb 
as the ableſt Muſician would; by performing the moſt maſterly 
Compoſition of Handel to an Aſs — on Thiſtles, Mes 
offbaturnine Diſpbſitions, of Capacities not of er fox the Re- 
ception of elegant Ideas, never make the Connection between 
Hidin, Hit; and Virtue, the Subject of tlieir Confideration⸗ 
that has no more to do with the Exerciſe of their Faculties than 
the Charms of the Grecian VxNus have with thoſe of a Man born 


blind: ſuch Perſons are few Removes from Brutes; they are 


the loweſt of rational Being; and the Motions of their Mind 
are but little above whit in Beaſts is called Inſtinct. The Bea- 
ver guards; by a Sort of Building, from the Indlemeney of the 
Weather, and from the Danger of being overflowed by the 
gtream near Which be fixes his Habitatipn: the Bee and the 
Ant lay e Store: what more dofthe Wretches of 
blunted Underſta i: 94 have been n of They 
know that Money ae purchaſe all the common Necelſarics of 

Life ; Money 
tion; and for that they become devoted to Teil and Trouble; 

for chat they break their Shumbers and their Promiſes; ſot that 
they refrain from all reaſonable Pleaſure, and every Act of Be- 
nevolence; for that they neee Communication, ay 


oppreſſive: in ſhort, 00 alone engt 
ſorbs their little Souls, while Men with good natural Endow- 
ments, a liberal Education, and a long Hahit of thinking on 
the choictiſt gubjects, contract a juſt Reliſh of Beauty; and be- 


antient and mem Hamer, Plato, ez rphon, Ariſtotle; Gitero, 
Virgil, Milton, Shaftesbuty, and the few other who have been 
greater Ornaments and Beiiefactors to the Morld than the Con- 


querors and Princes of it; and; from this Familiarityr with the 
they: tony! De 


moſt beautiful Objecia of Contemplation, 
formity with Contempt and Abhorrence 3 and on tliis Ta ſſa of 


Beauty they r= ee gone Men arcfo:unbappily; 
= . ee eee 5 


molded as to 


Kiba Fo Images. 


therefore is the ſole Object of their Canfidera- - 


the Duties of Humanity; for that they are indefatigable and 
ales tlleit Mind, and ab- 


come familiarly acquainted wich the nobleſt and nech Spitie | 


Images The Works of the moſt elevated Genius delight and 6 
cheriſk like the Sun; and, as the midday Sun in June is 
t00 dazzling for weak Eyes, o are the Writings uch to . 
weak” Minds. There are Perſons who may be faid- to haunt 
the Groves of the) Muſes and the Fields = Fancy, without a 


finiſhed Judgement or a perfect Taſte: theſe poetical Wanderers 


are inſenſible of the Language which is peculiar to the Pro- 
vince of Poetry, and are therefore humbly contented with the 
Production of a trifling Song, Farce, or any Matter of Fact 


in Verſe: fuch Writers as theſe have never Ideas ſufficient to 


diſtinguiſh rightly; 3 they are therefore generally Peſts to a So- 


ciety, by propagating unmanly Trifles, or offenſive Ribaldry, 
thro the muddy Channel of bad Poetry: and ſuch were moſt 
of the Poets (as they are miſcalled) dramatic and other: of the 
licentious Reign of King Charles the ſecond.” / 
As the Promotion of good Taſte in poetical Conipelidions is 
the Promotion likewiſe of good Manners, Nothing can more 
nearly concern a State than the Fucouragement of good Wri- 
ters. If no theatrical Entertainn-:nts were exhibited but ſuch 
ag are offered by Men of Genius, the Multitude would find 
an Advantage in them by the Improvement of their Minds, 
by the Enlargement of their Ideas: but we cannot expect our 
| Theatres to be the Schools of Virtue and Politeneſs, unleſs Men 
preſide over them who are Judges of what ought: there to be 
exhibited to the Public: the Want of ſuch Managers has of 
late Years been an Inducement to ſome Men to: ſcribble, who 
might otherwiſe have been uſeful Members of Society in ſome 
Branches of Trade or neceſſary Labour: to ſuch taſteleſs and 
ignorant Managers we are indebted for the Revival of ſuch 
dramatic Pieces as would, withgut their officious Aid, have 
ſunk into that Oblivion Which ey deſerve: but I entertain 
ſome Hopes from that commendable. Spirit which lately ſhew- 
ed itſelf, in an Engliſh Audience, on an Attempt to revive one 
of Oroay s deteſtable Comedies.“ If a virtuous and polite Ge- 
neration is worthy the Care of a Legiſlature, theſe Conſidera- 
tions deſerve the Attention of Men in Power; for, without 
the Example of what the World generally calls the Great, 
Mit and Wiſdom cannot eaſily become faſhionable; but when 
Men of Birth, Fortune, and Power, think the Cultivation of 
the Virtues anch noble Endowments of the Mind worthy their 
ſerious Thoughts and earneſt Endeavours, their Dependents 
e eee een min 3nd 03 Sno ant 


The Subject of theatrical Entertainments will be reſumed before the next Ode. 0 
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and thethealthfal are graficd en @ generous: Sog. 
hoptthat-Iamincttedlate; inthe Day: te hegin to;:fork'; fon 
| ſhould theiSwinz-ithechrighe W ong ob: Rtowledge, which 
once enlightened 'inth cheered sHe Lands) g dowry in vain wi 


may talk woa dark ahd leaden Age of; Hagan Ait or M ird 


ret Ledifes to the 


tur we may; with-as:mich- P 
the draf. 


blind on Colours, or addreſs the; divine Airs 
© In the Abſence of genuine Mis a ſpurinus Iſſue often; takes 
Place, and ſhe ws itſelf in looſe abi double Meanings, and in 


diverſeShipes of licentious Ribalrlry, which oom under no De- 
nomination of Mit or Humour, tho callec by both by the 
flupic Admirers and Ideot- laughers: ſueh Sallies of, eee 
and Hally are; compared with Mit and Humour, as the vaporous 


Exhalations which wevſee' falling i in the Night are to the Stars: 


the firſt 
other ſhine: with z laſting 


drop never more ſetn or enquired after; and the 
and undiminiſſed Luſtre. 
Pocrry is more efficacious g wards making Men virtuous than 
the dry and unadorned F 22 Philoſophy « her Ways are 
ſtrewed with Flowers, which: are fruitful of Delight: by her 
the Fancy is allured into a genſe of Beaum; and the Mind; 

poſſeſſed of divine poctical Graces, is wrought into an Abhor- 
rence of all Deformity. As the Impreſſion made on the Seat 


of Thought by the irrefiſtible Charms of Poetry. affects the 5 


— 


Manners, there can ſcarcely be a greater Evil in a Community 


than a ſhameleſs and abandoned Poet who! becomes popular : 


Biſhop Burnet therefore juſtly! calls DxyDEN A Mornfer of Im- 


purity and I will venture to affirm that almoſt all that he 
wrote before he vas Sixty Years of Age merited the Flames 
more than Applauſe, and as much for their poetical Imperfee- 
tions as for their Want of Purity of Manners: he was, in ſome 
Degree, ſenſible of this Charge; and he expreſſes his Concern 
for it in the Preface to his Fables; which, with ſome other of 
his later ppetical T ern RN deletre © > Reputation which mop 
have gained. 
As my Deſign in theſe Diſbvarſes. is to remove the bad Taſte 


of of pon Compoſitions which prevails among too many, _ $ 
el 


the. r gement of thoſe who need ſuch Aſſiſtances, I 


ſhall —— Reſerve deliver my Sentiments on Men and Wri- 


ings; nor ſpall T pay any Regard to Cuſtom or prevalent Opi- 

nions, when Cuſtom and ſuch Opinions are repugnant to Rea- 
ſon, and to that right Taſte winch,” I am endeavouring to 
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g O, ſays che Centaur to Pelte, $2” £:45 


Win in thy F low-r-of. Youth A fair, | Renown, 
ER” Let all thy Deeds from Honour $ Fountain flow, 


\ * —— %# 


Ehen hall immortal F ame thy Labours crown SHAW 
Take the Sword which Juſtice draws z: 

5 Men and Gods approve the Cauſe: 
XI TELL == 6 „ Let 1 
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Let the bold Adulterer feel, 


Full on his odour-ſcented Brow, 
The Weight of the rindiaive Steel 
r Heav'n will j 


3 


When . d Honour ſtrikes for- injur d Kings. 
Thus Chiron ſpoke, the great Theſſalian Sage, 
Who form'd heroic Youth, and tutor'd Age. 
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High in Idas peaceful Shade, 
See the wanton Trojan lay d, 
While the gentle Spartan Dame 
With her Kiſſes fans his Flame: 
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1 os they taſte not, but devour, e 


Waſting Nature's genial Pow 'r: 
Tho Venus ſmiles to ſee them ſped, 
Chaſt Juso will not bleſs the Bed. 
A hile the thoughtles Lovers ſtcep © © 
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Their weary, ping, Lib ap, 
While the Sun gilds the Trojan Wall, 
Devoted: by their Crimes to fall. m9 903 2381 
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Soon the fude Cai of Gris invades their. Bar baA 
The Trumpet wakes:them from their Bram G Bliſs, 
Now Horror, and Remorſe, and Doubts, and: Feats; nA 3 
'- Drive from their trembling Lips the balmy Kiſs : | | 
Now no more the fragrant Kd 1 
| Deck'd with ev'ry vernal Flow'r, | | it wo 
Calls the Pair to Lore 8 a, ö 0 T 
Too ecſtatic all to. laſt. e £44: ag apd THY 
The angry Brow of Heav!'n's deform'd with Clouds: DI baA 
Down ev ry Side of Idas Hill 
Roaring the rapid Torrent rowls, 
While terror-bearing Thunders fil! 
With Anguiſh their affriglited Souls, 
And curling Smoke proud Lions Glory ſhrouds 
All Greece reveng d, while Heav'n approv'd their * 
The impious Breach of en Laws. | 
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All in vain the royal Fair, 
a Giving to the Winds her Hair, "= 
| Pull and frantic with the God, 
Saw the Phrygian Turrets nod, 


All in vain, with ſtreaming Eyes, 


Utter'd theſe prophetic Cries : - 
Troy is no more, her Empire falls 
- And Paris, Paris, ſhakes her Walls * | - 
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Troy is no note! Old Priam bleeds ! | 
And Paris does the murd'rous Deeds? 
| Trip is no more, her Fates eee, ot 
And Paris is the burning Brand boo wort 
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Now tir, 01 Myſe, the bold Pindaric * j 


To Ligonier, for he deſerves i it well; 
Well has he ſerv'd thy Sifter Pallas ling g. 
And long he ſhall adorn the' martial Shell. 
 Hiero*, of antient Worth, - © 
Gave to Lays divine their Birth, 
Tho the Dread of punic Pow 5 
Geutle in the peaceful Hour- 
Mild 3 is thy Soldier as the 'Breez/ of Hay; 
But, if the brazen Tongue of War 
Commands him to th embattel d Plain; 
He mounts with Joy the warlike Car, 

Or guides th impatient Courſer's Rein, 
Where Victory, or Death, muſt cloſe the Day:; 
Reward him, O reward him with Renown; 7 
Be his the mural, his the civic, Crown! 

N I mie 
While the Youth of Bririſb * 
Scorn ag "OW Fur i 
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* The Character of Hive ay 3 ſeen i in 1 eee Book of Ju 5 Hiſtory, 
Ana in the firſt olympic Ode of Pindar. 
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